Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.162; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.5.
In the title bis-tolane derivative, C 29 H 24 O 2 , the central benzene ring forms dihedral angles of 29.12 (9) and 26.46 (9) with the other two benzene rings. The dihedral angle between two terminal benzene rings is 55.58 (8) .
Related literature
For a related structure and the synthesis, see Zhang et al. (2010) .
Experimental
Crystal data important kind of high birefringence material. We have reported the similar synthesis of the compound in previous paper (Zhang et al. 2010) . Herein we present the crystal structure of the title compound (see Fig. 1 ). All bond lengths and angles are in the normal ranges. The three benzene rings of the title compound are not coplanar, and the dihedral angles between the side-benzene rings and the central benzene ring are 29.12 (9)° and 26.46 (9)°, respectively. The dihedral angle between two terminal benzene rings is 55.58 (8)°. The crystal packing is stabilized by Van der Waals' force.
The title compound was prepared according to the literature (Zhang et al., 2010) . Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were prepared by slow evaporation of a dichloromethane solution at room temperature.
Refinement
H-atoms were placed in calculated positions and were included in the refinement in the riding model with C-H distances 0.93 Å for aromatic C-H and =CH 2 , 0.97 Å for -CH 2 -and 0.96 Å for -CH 3 . U iso (H) = 1.5 U eq (C) for methyl H atoms and 1.2 U eq (C) for the rest H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . The crystal structure of the title compound, with the atom numbering. Displacement ellipsoids of non-H atoms are drawn at the 30% probalility level. 
